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The present labour dispute at the Pootung Plant 
of the China Printing and Finishing Company originated 
at about 9.50 a.m. on Saturday, May 20, 1939, with the 
dismissal of the Nc.3 Electrician named Koo Kyung Kung 
( Bh & HB aged about 26, native of Shanghai, whose 
last known address was 3, Chin Kou Loo, Kiangwan Road, 
Chapei. He was previously dismissed on March 29, 1938, 
for having stopped the motors in the Weaving Mill and 


leaving the plant before the proper hour. He was, 
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however, re-engaged on the following day, presumably 
in order to avoid extensive labour trouble. His final } 
dismissal was preceeded by three warnings for general 
misbehaviour and efforts to instigate employees to 
declare a strike, 

Immediately after his dismissal, Koo Kyung Kung, 
apparently acting in accordance with a pre-arranged | 
plan, communicated with the staff of mechanics, about 
80 in number, who then stopped and picketed all 
electric motors throughout the plant thus bringing 


operations to a complete standstill. 


With the entire staff thus rendered idle, a number 
of male agitators led by Koo Kyung Kung, seized the 
opportunity of conducting a series of meetings on the 
premises and inciting the Operatives to declare a strike. 

Throughout the day the management endeavoured to 
settle the dispute by negotiating with a number of 
deputations elected by the operatives but, in consequence 


of the continued efforts of a few agatators, and 
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immediate settlement was rendered impossible. Owing 
to the lateness of the hour, the management then 
concentrated its efforts in an attempt to persuade 
the operatives to depart peacefully and promised that 
‘every consideration would be given to legitimate 
complaints submitted through properly appointed 
representatives on Monday, May 22. The agitators then 
renewed their efforts and forcibly prevented the 
operatives from leaving the premises, 

During the course of these negotiations, some 18 
or 20 members of the foreign staff, who had ranged i 
themselves outside the Mill offices, were gradually 
surrounded by the Chinese staff of between 800 and 
1,000 workers. At about 6.30 p.m a ee of male 
agitators armed themselves with iron bars and were led H 
by Koo Kyung Kung in an attack on the foreign staff, 
In the ensuing struggle, Mr. J. Wallis Chapman was 
struck on the head with an iron bar end fell to the 
ground, whilst two or three other foreigners and a few 
of the strikers sustained injuries of a minor nature. 

By this time the situation had become really 
serious and the foreign staff retired into the Mill 


offices which were then stormed by the mob which 
sugeeded in causing considerable damage to the office 
premises and office equipment. They finally gained 
access to the office and renewed the attack on the 


foreigners. 


At this juncture, Mr. R.M, finkler, a former 
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member of the Shanghai Municipal Police, armed himself 
with a pistol kept on the premises for protective 
purposes and deliberately fired one shot above the 
heads of the attackers who then retired and formed 
into small groups about the compound. 

In the meanwhile, one member of the foreign staff 
had made a surreptitious departure from the premises 
for the purpose of making an appeal to the British 
Consulate for assistance in the protection of British 
lives and property, as a result of which a detachment 
of sailors from H.M.S. Decoy was landed on the mill 
premises at about 8.00 p.m.. The operatives then 
dispersed and proceeded to Shanghai by the Company's 
sampans. 

Mr. J. Wallis Chapman was subsequently removed to 
hospital where he was detained for treatment until 
Thursday, May 25, 1939. 

Negotiations having failed to bring about a 
settlement of the dispute, the management decided to 
close the plant and pay-off the entire staff. The 
pay-off commenced at the Company's offices at 220, 
Szechuen Road, at 9.30 asm. on Tuesday, May 23, and 
was continued during office hours until Saturday, 

May 27, when all save 150 of the 2,000 operatives had 
received their wages. 

Various foreign employees who were present during 


the disturbance have since identified photographs of 
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the following employees as having taken active part in 
the agitation and the assault on Mr. J. Wallis Chapman 


and others. 


(1) Koo Kyung Kung ( A St), described above, 
identified as the main agitator who, 
armed with an iron bar, led the attack. 


(2) Zi Loong Loong (7 4b9), aged about 25, native 
of Shanghai, address unknown, another 
agitetor who was armed with an iron bar 
and is believed to be the man who struck 
Ur. J. Wallis Chapman. 


(3) Woo Ling Dzung (BALM, aged about 33, native 
of Tsungming, last known address 1085, 
Tsau Wah Pang, Gordon Road, who is 
believed to have struck Mir. Chapman 
whilet he was lying on the ground. 


(4) Yang Kwung Kwung ( 1% i), aged about 29, native 
of Shanghai, who was armed with an iron 
bar and took active part in the assault 
whilst he himself sustained injuries 
about the head. 


(5) Woo Eu Kwei (% FE), aged about 24, native 
of Pootung, another agitator who was 
armed with an iron bar. 


(6) Tsoong Tuh Kung (4240, aged about 29, native 


of Liyang, who was also seen fighting 
with an iron bar. 


(7) Woo Siau Nyeu (J-), aged 27, native of 
Liyang, residing on the Mill premises, 
who is described as one of the first 
to start the assault. 


(8) Wong Foh Yui ( £75 FB, aged about 25, native 
of Tanyang, also described as having 
been armed with an iron bar and a leader 
in the assault. 


(9) Yang Ah Noen (1 FB), aged about 35, 
native of Ningpo: 


(10) Chang Ah Kong ( A. Pal) native of Ningpo, lest 
» Min 


known address 1 & Tuh Li, Singkeepang 
Road. 


SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 


fees oia Se tet seuaselosoost Station, 
REPORT 
VGN Gb aracs mee reincaie aioe AO) 
ais Bees 
SUBIC cm -sccseon ese ae cSt tad ge seek Madan ata ah es ee tot ae ee Bt Gt 
NI OU ES xcs wi ba ee ea tt eee ane et ct 8 POR ORACU Diya sane 5 ed ats ates anancenh we cnagteaids Vets reledMae 


ee 

In an effort to effect the arrest of these 
persons, foreign and Chinese detectives from the 
Svecial Branch and Central Station maintained 
observetion at the Company's offices during the pay- 
off of the emvloyees. At 9.30 a.m. on May 25, 
detectives identified one Woo Siau Nyeu (serial number 
7 of the persons described above) who was discreetly 
followed and arrested outside the premises. 

In the attached statement, woo Siau Nyeu denies 
having taken part in the disturbance, alleging that 


at the time he was in the boiler room cooking his 


food and washing his clothes. He has been detained 
pending the result of further enquiries, 

The China Printing and Finishing Company has 
announced that the Pootung plant will be re-opened 
on Monday, May 29, 1939, | 

It should be noted that the reports appearing 
in the Chinese press alleging the strike to be the 
outcome of a dispute between a Russian watchman and 
a Chinese female operative are incorrect. In order 
to minimize the possibility of an operative falling 
overboard, the Russian watchmen employed on the 
premises have instructions to effect strict supervision 
over the employees when they embark and disembark on 
the Company's sampans which convey them to and from 
the Shanfhai side. Objections to this ruling have 


been made from time to time, but the management SA 
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considers its enforcement essential for the safety 
of the employees who heve declined to adopt the 
suggestion that they themselves should verform the 
necessary duties. 

Mr. Cowan of the China Printing and Finishing 
Company has reauested thet a copy of this report 


be suomitted to him. 
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The following is the statement of,.Woo Siac Nen (Fr th es 


native of... Liyang taken by me Pe ee ee ee 
at Gpecial Branchon the......25-5-39 and interpreted by. Clerk Loh Wei Kong 


My name is Woo Siao Nan, age 27, native of Liyang, 


single. I came to Shanghai in March, 1938 and worked as 


a porter on the various wharves at Pootung, until July, j 
- 1938 when I secured employment in the Pootung Mill of the : 
China Printing and Finishing Company through the introduction 
- of Wong Soo-yu ( Eb £ hk ), who is a coolie foreman engaged 
A ene ee in transporting coal for the company. ea ee 2 | 

I am a coolie engaged in painting glass at a 

monthly pay of some $20.00 which was usually issued once 

every two meeks. I worked about ten hours a day, ie. 

from 7 aem- to 12 noon, and from 12.20 p.m. to 6 p.m. 1 
L Up to May 20, I was living on the premises of the mill. | 
s At 6 p.m. May 20, when I had finished working, I | 
= _._.|_..gaw about 1,000 male and female day shift workers 
“ o __ congregated in the mill yard, and heard a number of them 
L shouting to their colleagues to cease operations and stop 
|_| the machines, and threatening to assault those who attempted 
bc aeed ___to work, but I was ignorant as to the cause of the strike. | 


I_ then went to the boiler room for the purpose of cooking _ 
food and washing my clothing as I usually did. After 
finishing my supper at about 8 p.m., I came out from the 


boiler room and found the majority of the workers haf left 


the mill premises, so I followed them out of the mill | and «at 


Jetty near Hankow Road. I proceeded alone to the 
Roosevelt Terminal ani returned to Pootung and passed 
_that night in the home of my friend named Siao Tu Tee 
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( ve Ay Ft ), who is also my fellow countryman. 

On the morning of May 21, I again came to this 
side of the River by ferry and went to see one Woo Han Kao 
( §, Hk & ), who is my fellow countryman and a wharf 
coolie foreman residing at House No.3 Mei Fon 1a (W%0 € ), 
Winchester Road, with a view to seeking employment, but. 
Since then I have stayed in Woo's home. 


During the evening of May 24, I was informed by 
Woo Han Kao that the China Printing and Finishing Company 
would distribute the wages of its employees at the Hongkong 
& Shanghai Bank this morning, May 25. I went there at 
9-30 a.m. and after having obtained my pay I was arrested 
by the Police. 

_I_have no knowledge of the cause of the present 
strike, nor did I take an active part in it. 
loss to understand the 


I am ata 


reason for my arrest. 
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The strike situation in the Pootung Mill of 
the China Printing and Finishing Company remains 
unchanged. 

Information obtained from the female workers 
of the mill show that on May 24 and 25, members of 
the Bureau of Social Affairs of the"Shanghai City i 
Government" secretly approached several mill employees 
and urged upon them to persist in the strike and 
promised to issue them the sum of $1.00 each and 
$20.00 to each ringleader provided they register 
with the authorities, but the workers are said to 
be undecided in their attitude towards the offer. 


It is also reported that the mill intends 


i 
| 
re-opening on May 29. 
\s With reference to the remarks of the D.C, 
(Special Branch) in respect of the agitation carried 
out by strikers of the China Printing and Finishing 
Company coercing other British owned concerns in the 
Settlement, discreet enquiries have been carried out 
at several British firms and are being continued by 
the staff of this office, but so far no sign of any | 
approach has been found with the exception of the 
Yee Tsoong Tobacco Factory at Pootung. 
The present strike in the China Printing and 
Finishing Company and the reported assistance rendered 


by the Japanese authorities and pro-Japanese 


organizations to the strikers is said to have aroused 
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the interest of the employees of the Yee Tsoong 
Tobacco Company, Pootung Factory. Discussions 

took place during the afternoon of May 25 in 
connection with a demand for an increase in wages. 
The unrest came to the notice of the management 

leter who summoned the foremen in the various 
departments to the office of the Managing Director 

on the morning of May 26 and ordered them to inform 
the workers that a 15% wage increase would be granted 
in the near future. 

At about 2.50 p.m., May 25, a dynamo exploded 
in the power plant of the Yee Tsoong Tobacco Factory 
at Pootung, due to the negligence of two electricians. 
This damage resulted in the suspension of work in the 
Leaf Department, the Motor Room, etc., and affected 
a total of some 3,000 operatives. The management 
issued a notice granting a holiday on May 29 to the 
workers of the Tin Foil Room and the Cigarette Box 
Making Room, as the repairs to the motor will require 
a fairly lengthy period. 

Enquiries among the labourers of the Ewo 
Cotton Mill (670 Veigtenesue Road) and the Yangtszepoo 
Cotton Mill (1056 Yangtszepoo Road), two of the 
British owned concerns which have been visited, show 
that they are more or less satisfied with their 
present treatment. There are some 5,000 operatives 


in the employ of each mill on day and night shifts. 
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No agitators from the China Printing and Finishing 

Company are reported to have approached the workers 
of these two mills, but a watch is being maintained, 
and any sign of trouble will be the subject of a 


further report. 


D.C. (Special Branch). 


“ te 


C, DUM. 


Between 2 pem. and 5 pem., on May «£4, 1939, 
some 600 worxers of the China Printing & Finishing Works, 
Pootuug, who are on strike, gathered at the Pootung 
Southern District Administrative Office, Tung Chong 
Road, Pootung, where they received from Mr. Hashimoto 
( a ), Chief of the Pootung Section of the 
Japanese Wilitary Special Service Department, 100 
coppers each as "Relief Fee", A sum of $30.00 
each was issued to the seven wounded workers as 
medical expenses. And after payment, an official 


of the Yootung Soutiern District Administrative 
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Office announced that a furtner amount would be 


issued to the workers next Monday morning. Some 

500 sentries were posted in the vicinity of the 

Pootung plant of the China Printing & Finishing 

Works, by the Japanese “{litary between the hou.s of 

6 &@em. and 9 a.m., when they were withdrawn. 
Information to hand shows that one third of the 

workers of the Pailienking plant of the China Printing 

& Finishing Works are already ona "Tai Kung" Strike 

and that it is expected that the remainder will 
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follow their example. 

Huge quantities of anti-British posters were 
found posted on walls along Tung Chong Road, Pootung, 
and it is reported that those posters were pasted up 
by members of the Police Bureau of the Shanghai City 
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the posters in question s- 
1. Down with Great Britain, the oublic enemy 
of the Yellow Race. 
2. Confiscate all rights and interests of 
Great 3ritain. 
Se DO not serve in British commercial concerns. 
4. seep in mind the Shanghai Incident of liay Soth. 
5S. Annihilate the running dogs of Great Britain. 
6. Oppose the British loan to Chiang Kai-shek. 
7. Do not deposit money in British banks. 
8. No peace will be possible until the downfall 
of Great Britain is brought about. 


9e Do not buy British goodse 
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